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Abstract

Recent developments in security confrontation patterns indicate that the adversary's
confrontation with the Islamic Republic of Iran has transcended the levels of hard and soft warfare,
and has been reconfigured within the framework of cognitive warfare, directed towards the control
of perception, meaning, and social identity. In this framework, the agency of women—as one of
the most important actors in cultural reproduction, the transmission of norms, and the shaping of
lifestyles—has transformed into the primary arena for perception engineering and identity narrative-
building. The central problem of this research is to elucidate the mechanism of Iranian women's
identity narrative-building in the adversary's cognitive warfare perception engineering, and to
present a systematic model for understanding the process of constructing oppositional identities. In
terms of its objective, the current research is fundamental-applied, and in terms of methodology, it is
descriptive-analytical with an exploratory approach, conducted through narrative analysis and the
examination of documentary and media data. The research results demonstrate that the cognitive
warfare against Iranian women is predicated upon the logic of strategic paralysis, and through
purposeful narrative-building, it leads to the re-engineering of perception and, ultimately, the
construction of fluid, multiple, and unstable identities. This process can be elucidated within the
framework of a four-level model comprising the narrative level, the cognitive level, the identity
level, and the action level. The results indicate that identity narrative-building constitutes the central
core of perception engineering in the cognitive warfare against Iranian women, and effectively
confronting it necessitates the precise identification of this model alongside the design of alternative
identity-forming narratives.
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