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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explain the scope and requirements of the concept of Wilayah—
as one of the fundamental elements of social relations in an Islamic society—from the perspective of
the Holy Qur’an. In Qur’anic culture, social relations grounded in Wilayah manifest on two levels:
intra-group and inter-group. The intra-group level refers to the deepest and most comprehensive
form of connection among believers, while the inter-group dimension indicates distancing from
elements that contradict or undermine these relations. This research, conducted using a thematic-
exegetical approach and the interpretation of the Qur’an by the Qur’an method, is organized around
the following central question: How is Wilayah conceptualized within the epistemological system of
the Holy Qur’an at both intra-group and inter-group levels, and what are its social implications? The
findings indicate that social Wilayah among believers is one of the fundamental needs of the Islamic
community, ensuring its stability and persistence while enabling the realization of its goals under its
protective framework. Conversely, the Qur’an explicitly and strongly prohibits the acceptance of
Wilayah of the disbelievers—an intensity rarely found regarding other sins. This divine warning can
be examined from two perspectives: first, the inherent attitude of disbelievers toward believers,
which, despite outward expressions of friendship and sympathy, conceals deep hostility and jealousy
toward the progress of the Islamic community; and second, the catastrophic and irreparable
consequences of accepting the Wilayah of dishelievers within the Islamic society, as such acceptance
transforms the inner disposition of those who adopt it, inclining them toward moral and behavioral
traits consistent with the values of disbelief. Indeed, such relations pave the way for the formation of
hypocritical groups within the Islamic community, whose depth and scope of harm are unparalleled.
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