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Abstract

Identity formation during adolescence is of paramount importance, with gender identity being one of
its key components. The present study, utilizing a phenomenological approach, seeks to portray the
lived experiences of adolescent K-pop fans and examine the impact of K-pop on their gender identity
and vice versa. The participants of this study include female middle school students in the city of
Karaj, where data saturation was achieved through in-depth interviews with 19 individuals. The
study’s findings consist of four main themes and eleven sub-themes. Key K-pop-related factors
include "the role of K-pop enthusiast friends," "the role of social media in fostering interest in K-pop,"
and "the adolescent age range." The theme "gender identity of K-pop fans" is represented by sub-
themes such as "the role of gender in choosing a favorite group" and "the role of gender in selecting a
favorite personality." The theme "K-pop fans" is explored through sub-themes like "the role of gender
in K-pop fandom" and "limited parental accompaniment coupled with warnings." The "implicit
discourse of K-pop," one of the most significant themes identified, is represented by sub-themes such
as "K-pop’s literary discourse and the creation of new concepts," "K-pop as a generator of a unique
lifestyle," "the ideological discourse of K-pop," and "gender neutrality among K-pop fans." As a form
of entertainment, K-pop possesses the capacity to transform into an independent discourse, exerting
profound effects on the gender identity of adolescent girls.
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