Social-sultural Studies of Hawzah

Vol.8,No.2,Issue 16,2024-25 ISSN:2588-70117

Formulation of the Model of Socio-Cultural Changes

and Their Consequences in the Qur’an

Seyyed Hossein Fakhrezare

Assistant Professor, Research Institute for Islamic Culture and Thought,
Qom, Iran. fakhrezare48(@Gmail.com

Abstract

Social changes refer to transformations that are accompanied by social consequences, resulting in
either positive or negative impacts on the collective actions of society. An appropriate model of social
change should offer a comprehensive mechanism for facilitating social transformation and fostering a
healthy environment leading to relative perfection. In the Qur’an, this concept is implicitly or explicitly
addressed as a divine tradition (sunnah ilahiyah). This study seeks to extract a comprehensive model
of social changes and their consequences from Qur’anic verses through a descriptive-analytical
method, drawing upon various sources, particularly social commentaries. Unlike reductionist and
dualistic models that focus solely on specific dimensions of phenomena, the Qur’anic model considers
all-encompassing aspects necessary for achieving societal well-being, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of all elements within a cohesive network. In the Qur’anic framework of change,
the agent is examined not in opposition to structures but in interaction with them; subjectivity and
objectivity are harmoniously aligned, and worldly changes are meaningless without considering their
ultimate consequences in the hereafter. Both internal aspects (anfiss?) and their corresponding
knowledge, alongside external aspects (afdqi) and their related knowledge, are equally emphasized.
The findings indicate that the Qur’an views changes as outcomes of multiple factors and contexts
rather than through single-factor theories. The ultimate goal of change is the perfection of individuals,
the community (ummah), and society, focusing on both internal and external aspects. This
transformation is achievable through two pathways: one through the Prophet (peace be upon him),
who bears the responsibility of conveying divine messages and guiding humanity toward ultimate
perfection, and the other through individuals who embrace this message and undergo spiritual
transformation.
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