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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the factors influencing the emergence of identity crisis from the
perspective of Nahj al-Balaghah. This research employs a descriptive qualitative method based on
documentary-library studies and adopts a historical sociological approach. In this regard, since Amir
al-Mu 'minin (‘All ibn Abi Talib, peace be upon him) consistently reproaches the people of his society
in his sermons for their bewilderment, misguidance, confusion, and perplexity, this study investigates
the causes of the identity crisis among the people of Kiifa during his era, with an emphasis on Nahj
al-Balaghah. Social factors such as the presence of an unsuitable leader in society, the silence of elites
and intellectuals, pseudo-scholars, the collapse of social cohesion, along with individual factors like
the dominance of carnal desires (nafsani essence), prejudice, and irrational understanding, can be
identified as causes of the identity crisis based on Na#kj al-Balaghah. In other words, in contemporary
society, elements such as leadership, elites, and scholars play a significant role in shaping people's
identities.
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