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Abstract

Instagram is among the popular social networks amongst Iranians. The high frequency of users
from various segments of the population and the expansion of this social network have led to
seminarians (fullab) and clerics (ruhaniyin) also being active on it. The lofty status of the clergy
(ruhaniyyat) among the people has caused groups opposed to the Islamic Republic system to seek,
even on Instagram, to find fault and criticize the presence of seminarians and clerics. Therefore, it is
essential to investigate the manner of the representation of the clergy. The present research,
employing a qualitative research method based on semiotics, examined the pages of 20 active
Instagram users who have represented this stratum, whether from within or outside the clerical
profession. The six indicators utilized in this research for the standard-bearer seminarian (talib-e
taraz) of the Islamic Revolution include: adherence to the foundations and core values of the Islamic
Revolution; high resolve for achieving ideals and not deviating from major objectives; commitment
to the comprehensive independence of the country; vigilance against the enemy; religious-political
piety; and maintaining a revolutionary spirit. The results of the research findings indicate that,
despite the proximity of the representation of the clergy on Instagram to the indicators of the
standard-bearer seminarian of the Islamic Revolution, this representation is still not in complete
alignment with those indicators. Instagram-active clergy engaged in cultural and social fields
produce content better than clerics active in political fields.
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