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Abstract

Given the profound influence of media on shaping social expectations and gender roles, the
present study critically examines the representation of female characters in Hollywood animation,
with particular emphasis on the Islamic perspective on women, focusing on the animated film
Frozen. This is applied qualitative-analytical research conducted through a semiotic approach. Data
collection methods included textual analysis, visual analysis, and comparative examination with
other sources. Data analysis was carried out using qualitative content analysis, review, and coding
techniques. The findings indicate that Frozen, through the use of key signs and symbols, portrays
women’s empowerment and independence, offering a new image of their roles in contemporary
society and culture. Elsa’s “ice castle” symbolizes both her capabilities and the heavy
responsibilities she bears, reflecting women’s efforts to achieve independence and control over their
own lives. The characters’ costumes, along with the choice of colors and patterns, contribute to a
deeper understanding of their identities and social roles, revealing cultural and social influences on
women. Key scenes in which the characters face serious challenges effectively convey cultural and
social messages, emphasizing the importance of individual choices. Elsa’s transformation from
isolation to self-acceptance and mastery of her powers delivers a strong message about embracing
one’s true identity and breaking free from social constraints. The findings reveal that while both
perspectives stress the importance of women’s independence and empowerment, divergences exist
in certain aspects, such as clothing and social relationships, which warrant further investigation.
Overall, Frozen, as a prominent example of female representation, offers fresh and positive
portrayals of women, functioning not only as entertainment but also as a tool for reshaping attitudes
and beliefs about women in modern society. By providing positive role models for younger
generations, it promotes the values of equality and independence among women.
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