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Abstract

This study presents a critical analysis of Olivier Roy’s Holy Ignorance: When Religion and
Culture Part Ways, examining its strengths and weaknesses. Employing an analytical-documentary
method, the research scrutinizes the book’s structure and content regarding the relationship between
religion and culture, with particular focus on their divergence or convergence. The book’s central
thesis emphasizes globalization and secularization as key drivers of religion’s separation from
culture. Roy posits that the convergence of religion and culture strengthens religion’s universal
cultural dimensions, while their divergence—manifested in the separation of cultural symbols from
religious ones—Ileads to “holy ignorance” (jahl-e mogaddas), increased religious conversion, and the
proliferation of diverse religious movements. Despite presenting numerous case studies and
attempting to justify them, the author errs in diagnosing and explaining the religion-culture
relationship and its manifestations. His proposal for religion-culture convergence contradicts
historical evidence, particularly in the case of Islam. Furthermore, Roy’s interpretation of Islamic
fundamentalism presents an ambiguous, inadequate, and politically reductionist justification of
contemporary Islam’s political identity.
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