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Abstract

A persuasive message is a type of communication designed to influence the cognitive, affective,
or behavioral domains of the audience, while persuasive techniques refer to the methods, patterns, or
strategies employed to structure such messages to fulfill their persuasive function. This study seeks
to utilize existing Islamic heritage in this field by identifying the persuasive techniques in the letters
of Nahj al-Balagha (Peak of Eloquence). The primary research question examines which techniques
were employed in the two categories of letters within Nahj al-Balagha—political and ethical—to
persuade their respective audiences. To address this, two subsidiary questions were considered:
(1) What persuasive message-framing techniques are discussed in communication science and
propaganda studies? and (2) Do the persuasive techniques in Nahj al-Balagha replicate those in
contemporary communication or differ from them? The study employed qualitative content analysis
and Blumer’s sensitizing concepts. Findings indicate that diverse persuasive techniques were utilized
in both political and ethical letters of Nahj al-Balagha. Techniques such as incitement and
encouragement (tahrik va targhib), message bias (janib-dari dar payam), virtuous debate (jidal-e
ahsan), narrative exposition (bayan-e revayat), and belittlement (tahgir va kuchak shemordan) of the
enemy were prominent in political letters, whereas methods like questioning (tarh-e soal), reasoning
(estedlal-avari), and admonition (mow ‘eza) were prevalent in ethical letters. Some techniques were
common to both categories, including references to historical experiences (ejray-e tajrobat va
tarikh), message reinforcement via authoritative sources (ta yid ya taqviyat-e payam ba manba’e
motabar), and literary embellishments (arayeh-ha-ye adabi). Overall, the techniques in Nahj
al-Balagha resemble those in modern persuasive communication, though differences arise due to
variations in message nature, objectives, or the communicators’ perspectives.
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